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Municipal  Offices, 

Belle  Vue, 
Sudbury, 
Suffolk, 


August  1971 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Thedwastre  Rural  District  Council 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Public 
Health  Services  for  the  year  1970, 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  help  to  me  and  am  grateful  also  to  Mr,  Ae  Owen,  the  Clerk  to 
the  Council,  Mr 0  F,  Go  Lambert,  the  Surveyor  and  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  all  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
co-operation  during  the  year, 

I  am. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Eo  KINNEAR 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area 

34?126  acres 

1970 

196Q 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
the  resident  population 

10 5 030 

(10,020) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at 
end  of  year 

3,763 

(3,9a) 

Rateable  Value 

£238,148 

(£224,944) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

£916 

(£848) 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

legitimate 

142  (149) 

64  (77) 

78  (72) 

Illegitimate 

8  (14) 

4  (4) 

4  (10) 

Total  150  (163) 

68  (81) 

82  (82) 

Adjusted  birth 

rate  (comparability  factor  (1*08)  ) 

16.2 

(17,6) 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  population  (England  and  Wales) 

I60O 

(16,3) 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  of  TOTAL  live  births  5%  (9/0 


STILLBIRTHS 


Total  Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

3  (■-)  -  (-) 

3  (-) 

Illegitimate 

^  JO  ^  aa  ^  ^ 

-  (-) 

Total 

3  (-)  -  (-) 

3  (-) 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILLBIRTHS 

Total  Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

145  (149)  64  (77) 

81  (72) 

Illegitimate 

8  (14)  4  (4) 

4  (10) 

Total 

153  (163)  68  (81) 

85  (82) 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths  20  «0 

(”) 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbi rths ,  13,0 

(13.0) 

England  and  Wales 

INFANT  MORTALITY  Deaths  of  infants  under  One  Year 

Total  Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

6  (2)  4  (1) 

2  (1) 

Illegitimate 

-  (1)  -  (1) 

-  (-) 

Total 

6  (3)  4  (2) 

2  (1) 

— —  — — 

(6) 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 


40o0 


(l8o0) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  18 o0  (18 o0) 

(England  and  Wales) 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY-  Deaths  of  infants  under  Four  Weeks 


Total  Male  Female 


Legitimate 

2  (2) 

1  (1) 

1  (1) 

Illegitimate 

~  (l) 

-  (1) 

-  (-) 

Total 

2  (3) 

1  (2) 

1  (1) 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  One 

Total 

Week 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

2  (1) 

1  (1) 

1  (-) 

Illegitimate 

-  (1) 

-  u) 

”  (“) 

Total 

2  (2) 

1  (2) 

1  (-) 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  per  1, 

000  total 

33oO 

(12»0) 

live  and  stillbirths, 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate, 

England  and  Wales 

23  o0 

(23.0) 

(7) 


The  causes  of  infant  deaths  and  stillbirths  were  as  follows  :»■ 


Infant  deaths 

Sex 

Age  at  death 

Cause 

F 

2  days 

Cardiac  failure ,  Rhesus  haemolytic 

disease 

M 

4  days 

Peritonitis,  ruptured  intestine 

M 

4  weeks 

Bronchopneumonia 

F 

2  months 

Dehydration 

M 

M 

3  months 

over  4  weeks  under 
Stillbirths  1  year 

Meningitis 

Accident 

F 

34  weeks 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy 

F 

36  weeks 

Cord  compression,  transverse  lie 

F 

40  weeks 

Malpresentation  of  foetus 

DEATHS 

Total 

us  (124) 

Male  Female 

65  (62)  53  (62) 

Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor  0o90)  10<»6  (10.5) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Hales)  11<>7(11<>9) 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  as  a  consequence  of 
childbirth,  pregnancy  or  abortion  Nil  (Nil) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  Nil  (Nil) 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 

1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969  1970 


Birth  Rate  (corrected' 

19  ol 

21.2 

19.7 

20.3 

21,0 

20.2 

18.9 

18.0 

17.6 

16.2 

Death  Rate  (corrected. 

11.3 

10.6 

11  c0 

8.4912.4 

10.6 

10.6 

11.9 

10.5 

10.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

12  08 

22o7 

28.9 

21  o9 

20.9 

4806 

— 

11.9 

18.0 

40.0 

Number  of  Infant  Deaths 

2 

4 

5 

4 

L — 

4 

- - 

9 

— 

2 

3 

6 

(8) 


The  following  table  obtained  from  information  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  gives  the  causes  and  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  during  1970. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


All  causes 

Total 

118 

Male 

65 

Female 

53 

Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity,  etc. 

1 

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 

1 

1 

an 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

«S) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

5 

3 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

7 

w 

( 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

cm 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

cm 

1 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

6 

2 

4 

Diabetes  mellitus 

3 

1 

2 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

i=» 

Hypertensive  disease 

1 

1 

an 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

17 

10 

7 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

7 

2 

5 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

23 

8 

15 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

2 

2 

Influenza 

1 

« 

1 

Pneumonia 

18 

12 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

7 

5 

2 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

CO 

1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

1 

- 

1 

Other  diseases,  ge nit o-ur inary  system 

1 

- 

1 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

3 

2 

1 

Congenital  anomalies 

1 

1 

«3 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

no 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents 

3 

3 

CD 

(9) 


DEATH  BY  AGE  GROUPS 


Under 

4 

weeks 

Under 

1 

1  - 

1 

5  - 

15  - 

25  - 

35  - 

45  - 

55  - 

75 

and 

over 

1970 

2 

4 

1 

1 

- 

1 

5 

14 

29 

61 

j  1969 

3 

Met 

1 

2 

1 

3 

12 

38 

64 

(10) 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Notifications  received 

109  (70) 

47  (38) 

62  (32) 

Scarlet  Fever 

2  (-) 

2  (-) 

-  (-) 

Me ales 

35  (70) 

12  (38) 

23  (32) 

Food  Poisoning 

72  (-) 

33  (-) 

39  (■“) 

Tuberculosis ,  respiratory 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

“  (”) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

“  (~) 

“  (“) 

(“) 
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THE  FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAK  DUE  TO  SALMONELLA  PANAMA 


(1)  The  Norton  outbreak 

(2)  The  food  factory  outbreak 

(3)  Possible  sources  of  the  infection 

(4)  The  use  of  Sulphamet h  oxaz ole-Trimethoprim  in  the  carrier  state 

(5)  Acknowledgements 


(1)  THd  NORTON  OUTBREAK 

The  food  poisoning  outbreak  first  arose  in  Thedwastre  district  in 
February  1970,  when  an  elderly  woman  was  admitted  to  the  West  Suffolk 
General  Hospital  suffering  from  Salmonella  panama.  Other  members  of  her 
family  were  tested  and  one  grandson  was  an  excrei  or  of  Salmonella  panama. 
Investigations  led  to  no  suspect  food  and  both  were  clear  by  15th  May. 

In  April  1970,  gastro-enteritis  was  notified  in  a  food  handler  at  a 
village  grocer’s  shop  in  Norton,  and  investigation  showed  that  all 
members  of  the  family  working  or  living  at  the  shop  had  either  Salmonella 
panama,  Shigella  Sound,  or  both.  This  shop  was  disinfected  during  its 
half  day  closing,  and  stocks  of  perishable  foods  removed.  All  infected 
personnel  were  taken  off  work,  but  of  necessity  they  had  to  remain  in  the 
living  parts  of  the  premises  and  were  allowed  to  supervise  the  moving  of 
stock,  but  had  strict  orders  not  to  handle  goods,  personally  in  any  way. 
Similarly  the  member  of  the  family  who  worked  the  extensive  country 
round  was  allowed  to  go  out  with  the  driver  and  an  extra  mate  so  that  he 
handled  none  of  the  goods.  Somehow,  by  enlisting  the  help  of  housewives 
in  the  village,  performing  volunteer  shifts  in  the  shop  and  even  the 
village  policeman  helping  on  the  van  round,  in  his  off-duty  time,  the 
business  was  kept  going,  and  retained  all  but  one  of  its  regular  customers. 
All  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  in  the  village  were  notified  and 
followed  up  and  among  the  large  number  of  cases  investigated,  one  other 
family  was  found  with  Salmonella  panama.  The  father  and  two  daughters 
had  Salmonella  panama;  the  mother  and  the  other  daughter  were  negative. 
This  family  did  not  obtain  their  groceries  from  the  shop  and  their  only 
connection  with  the  shop  was  cooked  ham,  bought  two  days  before  their 
illness  commenced. 


/Continued 


Other  cases  of  Shigella  Sonneiwere  found  but  no  further  cases  of 
Salmonella  panama »  A  strict  hand  washing  routine  using  Roecal  rinsing, 
was  commenced  at  the  local  village  school  and  all  children  positive  for 
Salmonella  panama  or  Shigella  Sonneiwere  excluded  from  school®  Drain 
swabs  were  also  placed  at  the  school  and  at  food  shops  and  public 
houses  in  the  village  and  these  were  all  negative  for  Salmonella  panama 
and  Shigella  SonneL 

(2)  THE  FOOD  FACTORY  OUTBREAK 

On  22nd  April  1970,  Salmonella  panama  was  reported  in  two  children 
in  a  village  in  Cosford  rural  district*  There  was  no  connection  between 
this  family  and  Norton  village,  but  possible  suspect  food  was  cooked  ham, 
purchased  from  two  village  stores  in  Cosford  R.D.,  who  received  their 
supplies  of  cooked  ham  from  the  meat  processing  factory  in  Thedwastre 
rural  district®  Samples  of  ham  from  the  village  stores  were  negative 
for  Salmonella  panama®  However,  because  of  the  unsubstantiated  suspicion 
that  cooked  hem  might  prove  to  be  the  vehicle  of  infection,  the  problem 
was  discussed  with  Dr®  P*K®  Fraser,  the  Director  of  the  Ipswich  Public 
Health  Laboratory®  With  the  full  co-operation  of  the  Management  he 
visited  the  factory  with  the  P®H®I®  and  myself  and  took  swabs  from 
working  surfaces  In  the  ham  production  area®  These  were  negative  on 
27th  April®  Mr®  T®  Moffatt,  the  factory  bacteriologist,  was  also  taking 
routine  swabs  from  all  parts  of  the  plant  (for  E.Coli)  and  his  results 
were  consistently  negative® 

As  a  further  precaution  sewer  swabs  were  also  placed  at  the  factory® 

On  5th  May,  two  of  these  swabs  were  positive  for  Salmonella  panama®  As  a 
result,  the  whole  of  the  factory  staff,  including  not  only  food-handlers 
but  also  management,  clerical,  maintenance  and  transport  personnel  were 
stool-tested®  This  produced  one  symptomless  carrier  of  Salmonella  panama® 
This  man  worked  on  a  machine  which  produced  bacon  rolls,  from  pork  pieces® 
These  were  then  pasteurised  and  sliced  and  vacuum  packed  as  bacon  joints 
and  gammon  steaks®  The  man  was  taken  off  all  work  but  resumed  work  after 
three  consecutive  negative  tests,  in  June  1973®  The  arrangement  of 
setting  sewer  swabs  at  the  factory  was  resumed® 

In  July',  enquiries  were  received  by  the  P®H®I®Js  of  Thedwastre  H®D®C® 
and  myself  from  P®H®I®?s  and  M«0.5s  H®  in  other  districts  in  connection 
with  cases  of  Salmonella  panama  in  their  districts®  Although  all  stool 
tests  on  the  staff  and  all  swabs  from  working  surfaces  at  the  factory 
were  negative,  on  27th  July  1970,  I  revisited  the  factory  and  with 
Dr®  Fraser,  your  P®H®I®,  Mr®  Bout tell,  and  Mr®  Moffatt  made  a  thorough 
check  on  the  ham  production  area®  On  29th  July  1970,  Dr®  Fraser  reported 
Salmonella  panama  on  a  swab  taken  from  the  area  of  one  of  the  ham  cookers® 
All  ham  production  was  stopped  immediately  and  some  1800  hams  and  shoulders 
were  held  in  the  stores®  After  Farther  swabbing  from  all  areas  of  the  ham 
and  pre-pack  department  a  very  thorough  cleansing  of  both  departments  was 

/Continued  ....  undertaken 
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undertaken  under  the  supervision  of  your  Chief  P.H.I.,  Mr.  Lambert.  All 
men  working  on  ham  cooking  and  processing  were  transferred  to  other  work 
(pastry  in  the  pre-cooking  stage)  until  results  of  their  stool  tests  were 
known.  Stool  tests  were  also  required  from  all  staff  working  in  the  pre¬ 
pack  department. 

On  3rd  August  reports  were  positive  for  Salmonella  panama  from  a  ham 
Cryovac  machine,  a  rack  holding  finished  meat  products  and  a  conveyor  belt 
in  the  pre-pack  department.  A  number  of  hams  were  sampled  by  surface 
slicing  and  core  sampling  but  these  were  negative.  However,  a  random 
square  root  sample  of  all  hams  held  in  store  was  taken  and  these  were 
surface  swabbed.  Six  of  the  44  hams  sampled  were  positive  for  Salmonella 
panama . 


Local  doctors  were  asked  to  report  all  cases  of  gastro-enteritis, 
especially  in  workers  from  the  factory  and  all  persons  off  sick  were 
visited  by  the  P.Hd's.  As  a  result  two  workers,  one  in  the  sausage 
making  department  and  one  in  the  pre-pack  department  were  found  to  have 
Salmonella  panama. 

At  a  conference  at  the  factory  on  6th  August  1970,  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  stool  tests  from  food  handlers  to  be  repeated,  personal 
hygiene  campaign  to  be  reinforced  and  for  an  intensive  cleansing  drive  in 
all  departments ,  using  special  cleansing  teams.  All  departments  of  the 
factory  had  another  thorough  cleansing  and  sterilising  6n  Sth  August  and 
all  swabs  from  working  surfaces  were  negative. 

However,  from  Sth  August  to  14th  August  the  stool  tests  from  60  of 
the  staff  were  positive  for  Salmonella  panama.  On  13th.  August  the 
Factory  Management  decided  to  close  the  factory  and  sent  out  their  vans  to 
call  in  factory  products. 

The  factory  also  called  for  the  help  of  a  Mobile  Bacteriology 
Laboratory  provided  by  the  Food  Industry. 


This  Laboratory,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Blood,  powerfully 
augmented  the  factory's  own  laboratory  staff  and  enabled  very  comprehensive 
swabbing  of  all  surfaces  in  the  newly-cleaned  areas  of  the  factory.  It  also 
enabled  the  P.H.I's  and  Public  Health  Laboratory  to  concentrate  upon  the 
mammoth  task  of  collection  and  reporting  on  stool  samples  from  carriers  and 
contacts. 


Employees  with  negative  stools  were  formed  into  cleaning  gangs  to  clean 
the  whole  premises  with  all  machinery,  conveyors,  trolleys,  worktops,  walls 
and  floors,  scrubbed,  cleaned  and  disinfected.  The  factory  reopened  on  24th 
August  1970,  using  only  personnel  who  had  proved  by  two  stool  tests  to  be 
negative.  Carriers  were  allowed  back  to  work  after  3  consecutive  negative 
stools,  but  were  required  to  submit  further  stool  samples  at  weekly  intervals 
for  one  month  then  fortnightly  for  a  further  two  months.  As  a  result, 

/Continued. . .7  persons 


7  persons  who  had  been  positive  but  then  produced  3  negative  stools  were 
found  to  be  again  positive;  one  person*  3  months  after  becoming  negative® 

All  carriers  were  interviewed  by  the  PoHd’s  and  the  majority  of  them 
had  eaten  ham  rolls  in  the  factory  canteen „  Ham  production  had  been 
stopped  on  29th  July  but  it  does  appear  probable  that  a  ham  which  was 
infected  was  sliced  in  the  pre-pack  department  on  31st  July  (thereby 
infecting  the  conveyor  belt  and  slicing  machine)  and  made  up  into  ham  rolls 
for  sale  in  the  canteen  that  day® 

(3)  POSSIBLE  SOURCES  OF  THE  INFECTION 

The  total  of  positive  cases  was  102,  87  of  whom  worked  at  the 
factory*  8  of  the  remaining  15  were  family  contacts  of  factory  employees 
and  7  were  isolated  cases ® 

The  original  source  of  infection  within  the  factory  is  not  known®  It 
is  very  unlikely  that  it  came  from  the  village  of  Norton  to  the  factory,.  In 
the  factory*  the  original  carrier  discovered  as  a  result  of  sewer  swabs  and 
stool  testing  of  all  personnel*  never  worked  on  ham  production ®  He  was  a 
man  of  careful  and  fastidious  personal  hygiene  and  the  series  of  stool  tests 
after  he  returned  to  work  were  consistently  negative „  Also,  the  fact  that 
on  30th  July*  which  was  3  days  after  he  had  again  been  put  off  work  and  left 
the  factory*  the  machine  he  used,  which  was  daily  cleaned  and  sterilised, 
was  found  to  be  positive,  points  to  the  machine  being  contaminated  by  an 
infected  product  rather  than  by  the  operator ®  Concerning  the  possibility  of 
infection  from  pigs.  Salmonella  panama  is  only  rarely  isolated  from  caecal 
and  mesenteric  glands  in  pigs  and  Dr0  Fraser *s  own  research  on  this  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Ipswich  did  not  isolate  Salmonella  panama  from 
350  pigs  slaughtered  in  East  Anglia® 

This,  therefore,  is  an  unlikely  source,  implying  also  cross- 
contamination  between  raw  products  from  the  slaughterhouse  area  and  the 
cooked  meat  production  departments,  which  the  rules  of  the  factory- 
organisation  were  designed  to  prevent® 

Some  deep-frozen  chicken  portions  were  processed  in  the  factory  in  May 
and  June  1970  as  an  experiment.  These  were  placed  near  the  ham  cookers e 
The  infection  might  possibly  have  entered  the  factory  by  this  means, 
especially  as  there  was  a  small  area  of  cracked  cement  at  the  angle  of  wall 
and  floor  behind  the  ham  cookers  from  which  Salmonella  panama  was  isolated 
and  in  which  area  infection  may  have  persisted® 

Even  before  this  serious  outbreak:,  the  factory  management  was  very  co¬ 
operative  o  They  took  very  seriously  the  matter  of  hygiene  and  employed  a 
keen  and  vigilant  bacteriologist®  During  19 68-19 69  the  management  had  whole 
heartedly  encouraged  stool-testing  of  employees  and  new  staff  were  routinely 
tested  before  being  employed®  There  was  full  co-operation  with  the  Public 
Health  Department  of  Thedwastre  R®DcC®  and  there  had  been  considerable 
tightening  up  of  rules,  especially  those  concerning  the  movement  of  staff 
between  slaughterhouse  areas  and  food  processing  areas® 
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The  situation  was  transformed  into  one  of  near-tragedy  for  the  factory 
and  its  employees  because  of  an  infected  ham  going  by  an  unlucky  choice  into 
the  factory  canteen*  However,  by  sheer  determination  and  courageous  will  to 
survive  the  factory  recovered,  and  gained,  in  the  process,  at  great  cost,  an 
improved  system  of  hygiene  control,  which  is  ready  to  go  into  action  at  the 
first  sign  of  any  future  trouble. 

(4)  THE  USE  OF  SULPHAMETHOXAZOLE- TRIMS  THOPRIM  IN  THE  CARRIER  STATS 


Sulphamethoxazole-trimethoprim  (S/T)  was  used  in  both  the  Norton  out¬ 
break  and  the  factory  outbreak  in  an  effort  to  shorten  the  carrier  state. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  the  treatment,  using 
untreated  positive  cases,  as  controls.  The  following  facts  are  reproduced 
here,  by  kind  permission  of  Dr.  P.K.  Fraser 

The  82  excretors  and  three  symptomatic  individuals  had  a  total  of  192 
family  contacts  and  of  these  eight  were  found  to  be  excreting  S. panama. 

All  isolations  of  the  organism  were  sensitive  to  S/T,  and  previous  reports 
regarding  its  use  in  the  salmonella  carrier  state  have  been  encouraging 
(B.M.A.1970,  3,  297).  The  three  doctors  in  whose  practices  most  of  the 
carriers  lived  were  asked  to  treat  them  with  one  tablet  of  S/T  four  times 
a  day  for  ten  days.  The  others  would,  it  was  hoped,  remain  untreated  as 
controls • 

90  excretors  we re  studied  and  62  completed  the  S/T  course;  28 
received  no  treatment.  After  one  month  five  of  the  untreated  and  23  of 
the  treated  were  still  positive.  After  two  months  all  of  the  untreated 
were  negative  but  seven  of  the  treated  were  still  excreting  the  organism. 
There  is  no  significant  difference  between  the  two  groups. 

( 5 )  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  here  the  very  great  debt  owing  to  Dr.  P.K. 
Fraser,  the  Director  of  the  Ipswich  Public  Health  Laboratory,  for  the 
constant  advice  and  practical  assistance  throughout  the  outbreak,  and  to 
his  staff  who  tested  and  reported  on  well  over  3,000  stool  and  swab  tests. 
They  provided  me  with  very  reliable  Salmonella  panama  reports  in  the 
shortest  time  possible. 

I  am  grateful  also  to  Mr.  F.  Lambert  and  Mr.  G.  Bouttell  for  the 
extremely  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  tackled  the  colossal 
amount  of  work  involved  in  this  outbreak.  Much  of  the  investigation 
devolved  upon  Mr.  Bouttell  and  the  results  of  his  investigations  are 
included  in  this  report. 

The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  of 
adjoining  districts  also  gave  much  assistance  during  the  outbreak  by  the 
investigation  and  stool  testing  of  carriers  and  contacts  of  factory 
employees  living  in  their  districts.  Much  work  came  upon  the  shoulders  of 
Mr.  A. Owen,  your  Clerk  and  Mr.  M.  Jackson,  your  Treasurer,  because  of  the 
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putting  off  work  of  carriers  and  their  compensation  by  the  Council „ 
There  was  also  much  understanding  and  willing  help  from  Mr0  Frindle, 
the  Departmental  Chief  of  the  Department  of  Social  Security  in  Bury 
St0  Edmunds o  I  am  glad  to  acknowledge  here  the  advice  and  support  of 
the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
in  London,  who  kept  in  close  touch  with  me,  during  the  outbreak,, 

I  am  grateful  also  for  the  sustained  help  of  all  the  local  general 
practitioners  who  reported  to  me  every  case  of  suspected  gastro¬ 
enteritis  over  many  months  and  who  at  the  request  of  Dr0  Fraser  and 
myself,  treated  many  of  the  carriers o 
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Tp__ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE  J3F  THE  DISTRICT 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  separate  inspections 
investigations  and  visits  carried  out  by  inspectors  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  during  the  year»  It  will  be  observed  that  some 
figures  are  reduced  compared  with  previous  years,  owing  to  the  two 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  which  occurred  during  the  year*  This 
placed  a  considerable  strain  on  the  department,  and  necessitated 
routine  inspections  and  investigations  of  minor  complaints  being 
curtailed  for  some  months. 


Animal  Boarding  Establisments 

Visits 

4 

Caravan  Sites 

cae3 

Visits 

20 

Civic  Amenities  Act 

c» 

Inspections  and 

20 

Investigations 

Complaints  Investigated 

94 

Drainage 

CK3 

Inspections 

107 

Farms 

03 

Visits 

97 

Food  Poisoning 

<=o 

Visits 

3*573 

Food  Premises 

do 

Visits 

233 

Housing  Inspections 

Visits 

1,183 

Imported  Foods 

- 

Inspections 

55 

Improvement  Grants 

OE» 

Investigations 

117 

OoS  oHoA,, 

B3 

Inspections 

4S 

Owners  Interviewed 

336 

Defuse  Tips 

- 

Visits 

86 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 

co 

Visits 

337 

Cesspools 

« 

Inspections 

31 

Sewers 

caj 

Inspections 

61 

Slaughterhouse  s 

- 

Visits 

156 

Watercourses 

co 

Inspections 

49 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


All  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Council’s  area  are  subject  to 
a  post-mortem  inspection  to  ascertain  their  suitability  for  human 
consumption*  The  majority  of  this  work  is  carried  out  by  three 
authorised  meat  Inspectors  who  are  on  duty  at  St.  Edmunds  Bacon 
Factory*  Elms we 11 0  The  remainder  being  carried  out  by  a  public 

health  inspector  at  two  small  slaughterhouses*  one  in  Walsham  and 
the  other  in  Elms we 11  * 

In  addition*  Inspections  are  made  at  the  Great  Ashfield  Cold 
Store  of  bovine  carcases  affected  by  Cysticercus  Bovis,  which  is 
the  cystic  stage  of  the  human  tape  worm  Taenia  Saginata*  These 
particular  carcases  are  refrigerated  for  at  least  14  days  at  a 
temperature  not  exceeding  14°F,  which  is  sufficient  to  kill  the 
cyst*  During  1970  ten  carcases  were  inspected,  after 
satisfactory  treatment „ 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

CATTLE 

EWNG 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS  j 

r 

I 

Number  killed 

Number  Not  inspected 

255 

on 

13 

114,582i 
_  l 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

- 

CW 

151 

7*579 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which,  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

saai 

13 

«=s» 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

LK» 

"* 

1 

o 

Cysticerci 

j 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

a=» 

— 

CS 

»  1 

organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration  - 

ca 

ca* 

■j-i  n 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  - 

as 

OKS 

■  ,r  1 

*=»  ] 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  (Continued) 

From  time  to  time  pathological  meat  specimens  are  submitted 
to  Ministry  of  Agriculture, Veterinary  Investigation  Centre,  at 
Cambridge  for  examination  to  assist  the  meat  inspectors  in  their 
work o  One  specimen  was  submitted  during  1970. 

Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 

Due  to  the  continued  co-operation  of  the  slaughterhouse 
owners,  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  ask  the  Council  to 
make  an  Order  under  the  above  Regulations  specifying  days  and 
times  of  slaughtering. 

Slaughterhouses 

The  three  slaughterhouses  situated  in  the  Council’s  area 
are  all  subjected  to  regular  inspections  by  both  this  Council 
and  veterinarians  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food.  All  such  inspections  have  proved  satisfactory,  as 
evidenced  by  the  following 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations 

Number  of  contraventions  NIL 

Hygiene  Regulations  -  Part  III  -  Equipment 

Number  of  contraventions  NIL 

-  Part  IV  -  Hygienic  practices 

Number  of  contraventions  NIL 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960 

No  formal  action  has  been  taken  under  these 
Regulations  during  the  year,  though  owners  have  been  requested  to 
rectify  minor  infringements 0 

The  following  is  the  number  of  properties  in  the  area 
associated  with  food  s- 


Butchers 

4 

Cafes 

3 

Fish  Fryers 

2 

General  Stores 

43 

Public  Houses 

28 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  (Continued) 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966 

The  majority  of  businesses  operating  delivery  vehicles,  mobile  shops 
etc.  in  the  Council’s  area  are  quite  satisfactory,  but  it  is  known  that 
some  vehicles  which  are  not  properly  adapted  for  the  sale  of  food  are 
being  used,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  contact  the  owners  and  inform  them 
of  their  obligations  under  the  Regulations. 


Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  thirteen  persons  were  affected  with 
Salmonella  Panama  and  one  with  Salmonella  lyphymurium . 

Eight-seven  of  the  cases  were  employees  of  St.  Edmunds  Bacon  Factory, 
Elmswellj  five  were  a  family  running  a  village  store,  and  twenty-two 
were  isolated  cases. 

Investigations  into  the  outbreaks  necessitated  the  collection  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  drain  or  surface  swabs,  and  testing  of  personnel 
resulted  in  the  collection  of  two  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  stool  samples.  All  samples  were  analysed  and  results  obtained  via 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  service,  Ipswich,  whose  services  were 
greatly  appreciated. 


Shops  Act  1950 


Inspections  were  made  of  the  ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation 
in  shops,  as  provided  for  in  the  above  Act. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  (Continued) 

Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned 


a)  The  following  table  sets  out.  the  quantities  of  various  foods 
condemned  during  the  year  g« 


tons o  cyrte 


(a) 

Meat  at  slaughterhouses 

weighing 

”49  ~ 

5 

(b) 

**  w  wholesale  premises 

»i 

7 

(c) 

w  other  premises 

»? 

Fruit 

and  vegetables  (fresh) 

n 

lbs  > 

‘  39 
-  19 
35 

86 


(3)  Canned  foods 

(4)  Other  foods 


3  2 

2  82 


As  a  result  of  the  prolonged  period  of  warm  weather  during  the  year  of 
1970,  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  of  meat  which  was  ’’off",  this 
was  invariably  caused  by  incorrect  storage  resulting  in  a  proliferation  of 
spoilage  bacterial  and  of  a  piece  of  bacon  which  was  infested  with  maggots* 
All  such  meat  was  destroyed® 

Voluntary  surrender  of  the  other  foods  listed  above  was  accepted* 
operating  l) ,  as  the  result  of  a  food  poisoning  outbreak  affecting  a  family 
running  a  village  store,  and 

2)o  following  an  accident  on  the  A, 45  at  Woolpit,  which  involved  a 
lorry  transporting  canned  foods® 

In  the  first  instance  frozen  foods  and  confections,  butter,  margarine 
and  other  edible  fats  were  disposed  of  to  prevent  any  possible  spread  of 
infection  via  the  foods®  In  the  second  case,  though  the  majority  of  the 
lorry  load  was  broken  open  and  spilt  over  the  road,  part  remained  apparently 
intact o  Subsequently  an  inspection  was  carried  out  and  part  of  the 
remainder  of  the  load  pronounced  unfit® 

There  were  however  two  disturbing  and  related  aspects  to  this  second 
case,  one  being  that  the  department  was  not  notified  by  the  police  of  the 
accident,  so  that  no  action  to  remove  the  food  was  taken  ‘until  some  hours 
later,  and  arising  out  of  this  was  the  removal  by  members  of  the  public  of 
damaged  and  dented  cans,  which  if  stored  for  any  period  of  time  could  result 
in  a  possible  danger  to  health® 


( b )  Foreign  Matter  and  Mould  in  Food 

Two  complaints  of  foreign  matter  in  food  were  reported  during  the  year, 
one  concerned  cement  on  the  inside  of  a  milk  bottle,  the  other  of  a  black 
substance  in  a  loaf  of  bread®  Laboratory  analysis  of  the  substance  showed 

it  to  be  machine  grease  which  had  been  baked  in  the  bread®  , 
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In  both  Instances  the  offences  took,  place  outside  this  Council 11  s  area, 
and  the  relavent  local  Public  Health  Department  was  asked  to  make  an 
inspection  of  the  premises *  Based  on  the  report  sent  to  this  department, 
and  on  discussions  with  representatives  of  the  companies  concerned  it  was 
felt  that  no  further  action  should  be  taken  on  these  occasions 0 

One  case  of  mould  in  a  6.1b*  ham  and  egg  pie  was  reported  during  1970 * 
Investigations  showed  that  it  was  approximately  one  month  old,  and  should 
not  have  been  offered  for  sale®  This  shows  again  the  necessity  for  companies 
and  shops,  no  matter  what  their  size,  to  have  an  effective  method  of  stock 
rotation* 


12,68 


These  regulations  came  into  force  in  August  1968,  and  the  major  provision 
affecting  this  Authority  was  that  food  imported  into  this  country  by  container 
or  sealed  lorry,  could  proceed  unopened  to  Its  destination,  where  any  necessary 
inspections  should  be  carried  out.  This  provision  was  included  to  facilitate 
the  rapid  removal  of  foodstuffs  from  the  dock  area  following  Customs  clearance, 
thus  allowing  the  produce  to  arrive  at  Its  final  destination  far  fresher*  ^his 
procedure  necessitates  notifying  the  receiving  authority  before  the  arrival  of 
the  container,  and  can  then  present-  the  local  Public  Health  department,  with 
any  form  of  food  from  the  common  to  the  exotic. 

Situated  in  this  Council *s  area  are  three  establishments  which  could 
receive  this  form  of  container  traffic,  Great  Ashfield  Cold  Store,  Gerald 
Black 8 s  Warehouse,  and  St*  Edmunds  Bacon  Factory*  It  was  anticipated  from  the 
beginning  that  these  establishments  might  become  involved  in  this  method  of 
food  transport,  and  consequently  all  were  visited  and  the  situation  explained 
to  them,  and  their  co-operation  enlisted* 

During  the  six  months  from  June  to  December  1970  this  department  received 
fourteen  notifications  of  uninspected  containers  being  sent  to  Great  Ashfield 
Cold  Store*  These  notifications  were  for  thirty-three  containers  of  frozen 
whole  egg  or  egg  white,  and  one  container  of  frozen  boneless  beef*  The  beef 
originated  from  Australia,  as  did  the  .majority  of  the  egg,  the  remainder 
coming  from  Holland,  France  and  Germany*  The  total  weight  of  food  was  392 
tons,  valued  at  approximately  £83,000* 

Following  the  arrival  of  each  consignment,  samples  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Ipswich  for  a  report  on  the 
efficiency  of  pasteurisation  or  the  presence  of  Salmonella  organisms*  During 
1970,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis,  five 
cf  which  were  positive*  This  resulted  in  several  tins  of  egg  being 
re-pasteurised  by  the  importers,  and  the  voluntary  surrender  and  destruction 
of  four  cartons  of  boneless  beef,  which  were  found  to  contain  Salmonella 

/Continued 


(24) 


FOOD  INSPECTION  (Continued) 

It  is  clear  that  this  method  of  food  transportation  will  increase, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  assume  that  the  number  of  containers  and  the 
types  of  food  will  increase  and  that  this  will  make  a  heavier  demand  upon 
the  time  of  your  officers* 


HOUSING 

A  complete  survey  of  all  private  housing  in  the  Council's  area  was 
commenced  during  the  later  part  of  1970,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
approximately  sixty  per  cent  of  properties  had  been  inspected.  From  the 
information  which  has  now  become  available,  it  would  appear  that  the 
standard  of  housing  is  very  reasonable,  there  being  very  few  properties 
which  lack  the  necessary  amenities* 

This  happy  situation  can,  I  feel,  be  attributed  to  the  Improvement 
Grants  system,  which  gives  the  Council  power  to  match  an  applicant's 
expenditure  pound  for  pound,  up  to  certain  specified  ceilings* 

Many  requests  for  grants  are  received  in  the  department,  and  all 
require  careful  investigation  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  proposed 
works  are  suitable.  Probably  half  the  requests  are  found  to  be 
unsuitable,  and  the  prospective  applicant  so  advised,  whilst  the 
remainder  are  asked  to  submit  details  and  quotations,  so  that  the  amount 
of  grant  may  be  determined. 

The  statistics  given  below  indicate  the  action  that  the  department 
has  taken  concerning  the  housing  stock  in  the  Council's  area  s- 


Number  of  houses 

Number  of 

Number  found 

Number  found 

inspected 

inspections 

human^JabiSa ti on 

partially  unfit 

1  or . human 
habitation 

992 

1,183 

6 

49 

Number  of  properties  made  fit  as  a  result  of 


Informal  Action 


46 


Formal  Action  under 


Housing 
Sect *9 


Act  1957 
Sect .16 


3 


Public  Health 
Acts 


Total 


49 
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Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  s*° 

Number  of  properties  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  s- 
Number  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  or  Undertakings  accepted 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  or  Undertakings  cancelled  s- 


3 

3 

Nil 

3 


Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  overcrowded  :■ 


Nil 


Number  of  persons  involved 


Number  of  cases  relieved  s- 


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  following  Local  Authority 
steps  to  abate  overcrowding 


Nil 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  provided 
by  the  Council  5- 


j  Parish 

j 

|j 

Total 

Dwellings 

1  in 

Parish 

1 

[_ 

!  Total  . 
Council. 
Dwellings 

%-Of  J 

Council 

Dwellings 
in  Parish 

.  , 

1 

j  Great  Ashfield 

ns 

30 

25 

I  Ba dwell  Ash 

jt 

1  1  J 

56 

32 

!  Beyton 

•1  /  gf 

45 

31 

\  Drihkstone 

150 

30 

20  | 

j  Elms we 11 

f 

520 

173 

33  j 

J 

Felsham 

132 

40 

3° 

1 

Gadding 

48 

IS 

3S  j 

Hessett 

112 

38 

34  | 

!  Hinderclay 

n  i 

S  Jf. 

19 

26 

|  Huns ton 

•36  | 

-  - 

uora 

;  Langham 

31 

[  Norton 

270  ; 

89 

33 

\  Rattle s dan 

269 

67 

25  ! 

i  Riekinghall  Inf0 

115 

30 

26 

i  Stowlangtoft 

~r  x 

24 

31 

Thurston 

\  474 

57 

12 

Tostock 

144 

34 

24-  ] 

Walsham^le -Willows  292 

SO 

27  | 

Wattisfield 

143 

37 

26  | 

Woolpit 

438 

130 

3°  j 

Totals 

U3 

O' 

_ 1 

997 

26  | 

L  -  - 

!  : 

_  J 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Tlie  West  Suffolk  Water  Board  Is  the  authority  for  the  area. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  in  each  parish  (taken 
from  the  Council’s  records  only)  at  the  end  of  1970. 


1 

Total 

Number  of 

%  of 

Houses 

Houses 

Houses 

to  stand- 
pipe  only. 

Parish 

in 

Parish 

without 
mains  water 

with,  mains 

water.  *  ' 

Great  Ashfield  j 

118 

1  (bore) 

1 

9b 

Badwell  Ash 

175 

2  (bore) 

- 

99 

Bey ton 

145 

2 

4 

96 

D ririks tone 

150 

7 

3 

93 

Elmswell 

% 

520 

2  (well) 

6  (bore) 

3 

93 

Felsham 

132 

5 

5 

93 

Gedding 

43 

1 

- 

93 

Hessett 

112 

2 

- 

93 

Hinder clay 

74 

2  (well) 

1 

96 

Hunston 

36 

1 

1 

92 

Langham 

31 

5 

1 

81 

Norton 

270 

4  (well) 

2 

98 

Rat ties den 

269 

4  (bores) 

7  (wells ) 

1 

Jm 

96 

Rickinghall 

115 

10  (bores) 

10  (wells) 

1 

82  ! 

Stowlangtoft 

77 

4  (bores) 

1  (spring) 

94  1 

Thurston 

474 

9  (bores ) 

3  (wells) 

4 

97  J 

Tostock 

144 

1  (bore) 

7  (wells ) 

Ml 

94 

Walsham-le -Willows  292 

6  (bores) 

2 

97 

2  (wells) 

Wattisfield 

143 

2  (bores) 

4 

94 

3  (wells) 

Woolpit 

438 

1  (well) 

100 

Totals 

3,763 

45  (bores) 

41  (wells) 

33 

96 

L . . . . . 

1  (spring) 

22  (other) 

1 

To  the  nearest  whole  % 
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Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Work  was  completed  during  the  year  on  the  extensions  and  alterations  to 
Thurston  Sewage  Disposal  Works 0  These  have  greatly  increased  the  capacity 
of  the  works  so  that  sewage  from  the  new  Pakenham  sewer  can  be  treated  with¬ 
out  the  works  becoming  overloaded „ 

The  sewering  of  Tostock,  and  the  outlying  parts  of  Elmswell  and  Wbolpit 
were  commenced  during  January  1970,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  majority 
of  the  sewers  had  been  completed,  and  work  commenced  on  the  extensions  to 
Elmswell  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  and  the  construction  of  the  various  pumping 
stations .  It  is  hoped  that  all  works  will  be  completed  by  mid  1971  and  that 
the  majority  of  properties  will  be  considering  connecting  during  the 
following  twelve  months « 

Surveys  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  at  Hunston,  Langham, 
Stowlangtoft,  Hinderclay,  Great  Ashfield  and  the  outlying  parts  of  Badwell 
Ash,  to  ascertain  the  feasibility  of  providing  main  sewers  to  the  more 
densely  populated  parts  of  these  parishes „  It  is  hoped  approval  will  be 
obtained  for  these  proposals  during  the  coming  year0 


Parish 

Total  j 

npnber 

dwellings! 

Num.be  p  of  j 
dwellings  -  ! 
on  line  of  ! 
sewers 

Number. oi 
on  J in? 

Connected 
to  sewers 

dwellings 

3  oi  sewer 

Not  Connected 
to  sewers 

Great  Ashfield 

118 

24* 

24+ 

C3 

Badwell  Ash 

175 

123 

115 

8 

Beyton 

145 

122 

113 

9 

Drinkstone 

150 

94 

S3 

11 

Elmswell 

520 

448 

433 

15 

j  Felsham 

132 

94 

85 

9 

Gedding 

48 

26 

26 

- 

Hessett 

112 

105 

96 

9  i 

Hinderclay 

74 

12* 

12* 

cso 

Hunston 

36 

a» 

oc z» 

CEO 

Langham 

31 

« 

1=3 

Norton 

270 

236 

209 

27 

Rat ties  den 

269 

165 

157 

8 

Rickinghall  Inf 

0  115 

69 

66 

3 

Stowlangtoft 

77 

(S3 

Thurston 

474 

330 

332 

48  ! 

To stock 

144 

e=3 

ta 

•=» 

Walsham-le -Willows  292 

245 

218 

27 

Wattisf ield 

143 

102 

68 

34 

Woolpit 

438  ... 

280 

266 

|  14  ! 

j  Totals 

3,763 

2,525 

I  2,303 

mmsBBasmg&m matatsma 

222  j 

Nc.of 

dwellings 

connected 

to  sewers: 

during 

1970 

— mtTl> 

NOopf 
dwellings 
not  on  j 
line  of 
sewers 

! 

94 

32 

52 

4 

23 

13 

56 

10 

72 

20 

38 

IS30 

22 

6 

7 

15 

1 


43 


62 

36 

J! 

34 

104 

46 

rfw 
t  t 

94 

144 

47 
41 

1 


238 


These  sewers  are  solely  for  the  Council's  Housing  Sites 
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Demand  for  this  service  has  not  diminished  during  the  year,  but  it  i 
hoped  that  the  completion  of  the  various  sewers  in  the  area  will  afford 
-seme  relief,  and  enable  more  prompt  attention  to  be  given  to  the  public's 
requests. 

From  1st  April  1970  each  property  unable  to  connect  to  the  public 
sewer  has  been  allowed  one  free  emptying  a  year,  but  this  does  not  appear 
to  have  led  to  a  rush  of  unnecessary  emptyings,  though  some  increase  in 
private  properties  serviced  has  occurred 0 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  made  and  loads 
collected  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  1969 o 


1970  1969 


Council 

Houses 

475 

(782  loads) 

471 

(817  loads) 

Private 

Houses 

445 

(603  loads) 

379 

(511  loads) 

Out  of  District 

5 

(  5  loads) 

11 

(  15  loads) 

Pumping  out  at  Sewage  Works  and  Pumping  Stations 
in  district  93  vehicle  hours  during  the  year. 
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Public  Cleansing  and  Disposal 


The  Council  operates  a  fortnightly,  kerbside  collection,  using  a 
35  cubic  yard  compression  refuse  vehicle.  It  is  hoped  that  a  weekly 
collection  will  be  implemented  during  1971,  subject  to  the  Council 
agreeing  to  purchase  a  second  vehicle. 

Disposal  of  the  refuse  was  continued  at  the  Elmswell,  Hinder clay 
and  Woolpit  tips  during  the  year,  with  all  refuse  being  covered  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  discharge. 

Inevitably,  an  increase  in  the  volume  (though  not  necessarily 
weight)  of  refuse  took  place  during  the  year,  which  has  resulted  in 
the  capacity  of  the  main  tips  at  Elmswell  and  Woolpit  decreasing 
slightly  more  rapidly  than  expected,  though  this  is  not  regarded  as 
serious  at  present. 

The  increased  volume  is  due  mainly  to  the  increase  in  plastic  and 
paper  packaging  materials,  and  the  ever  increasing  use  of  the  'non- 
returnable’  plastic  bottles.  Though  from  the  food  hygiene  aspect, 
non-returnable  containers  and  hygienic  packaging  are  to  be  encouraged, 
their,  disposal  causes  problems.  As  yet  no  bio-degradeable  plastic  is 
used  as  a  packaging,  though  research  workers  have  produced  such  a 
plastic  experimentally.  How  long  before  it  is  in  commercial  use  is 
not  known,  but  with  the  non-returnable  milk  bottles  possibly  coming  in 
the  future,  the  bio-degradeable  plastic  will  be  an  essential. 


Elvers  and  Streams 


No  cases  of  major  pollution  were  found  during  the  year,  though 
isolated  complaints  of  minor  pollution  were  received  and  dealt  with 
informally.  Though  there  has  been  difficulty  in  producing  an 
effluent  complying  with  the  Royal  Commission  standard  at  Thurston 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  the  new  extensions  would  appear  to  have  . 
alleviated  the  problem. 

Elmswell  Sewage  Disposal  Works  which  is  at  present  overloaded, 
and  unable  to  comply  at  present,  should,  following  the  completion  of 
the  extensions  and  alterations  prove  quite  satisfactory. 
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Swimming  Baths 


There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  available  in  the  Council’s  area, 
the  nearest  being  at  Stowmarket  and  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  There  is  however, 
a  swimming  bath  at  Beyton  Secondary  Modern  School,  which  is  used  by  the 
pupils,  members  of  staff,  and  local  swimming  clubs.  A  check  is  kept  on 
the  running  of  the  pool,  which  so  far  has  proved  most  satisfactory. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act 

Licences  for  eleven  sites  were  in  force  during  the  year,  relating  to 
twenty  caravans.  All  sites  are  properly  serviced  in  accordance  with 
their  respective  site  licences,  with  the  exception  of  one,  where  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  comply  with  the  conditions.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  owner  will  be  traced  and  the  situation  rectified  in  the  near  future. 

Pest  Control 


The  table  below  shows  details  of  inspections  and  treatments  carried 
out  by  the  Council 5 s  Rodent  Operator. 


1 

I  Properties  other  than  sewers 

— — - 

Type  of 
Non 

Agricultural 

Property 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

3,347 

256 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 

574 

2 

ins pe  cte d  f elbowing 

notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

512 

2  1 

(ii)  Mice 

62 

2 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 

2,967 

76 

mice  for  reasons  other  than 

notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

757 

73 

(ii)  Mice 

J 

201  1 

27 

Sewers 

4»  Number  of  sewers  infested  by  rats 

during  the  year 

NIL 

Insect  pests  did  not  prove  to  be  too  great  a  problem  apart  from  at 
the  Woolpxi  refuse  tip,  where  frequent  spraying  was  necessary .  Four 
hundred  and  sixty  wasp  nests  were  destroyed,  which  is  a  slight  increase 

over  last  year. 


(32) 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


This  Act,  which  has  now  been  in  force  for  six  years,  is  designed  to 
provide  protection  to  employees  in  their  place  of  work0  The  provisions 
of  this  Act  include  control  of  temperature,  lighting  and  cleanliness  of 
premises;  guarding  of  dangerous  machinery  i0e0  food  slicers;  prevention 
of  over-crowding  and  a  statutory  reporting  system  for  accidents « 

All  shops  in  the  Council fs  area  to  which  the  Act  applies  are 
registered,  and  have  received  at  least  one  general  inspection,  which  has 
revealed  that  most  premises  comply  with  the  Act  though  minor  infringe¬ 
ments  such  as  failing  to  provide  a  thermometer  or  an  abstract  of  the  Act 
do  occur o 


1 

Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year, 

.  •  .  . 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Offices 

• 

1 

2 

Retail  Shops 

1 

20 

Wholesale  shops,  Ware¬ 
houses 

1  ' 

1 

1 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

y 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

i 

_ 

Totals 

2 

27 

- . .  1 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to 
Registered  Premises  under  the  Act  4 8 
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FACTORY  ACT  1961 


Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provision  as  to  Health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of  ! 

, Written  .  Occupiers 
Inspections} Notices  \  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1?  2y3 » 4?  &  8, 
are  to  be  en- 
forced  by 

Local  Authorities 

es» 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 
Included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

30 

74 

<u 

' 

G3> 

(iii)n+,  .  ^  . 

Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
+  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

479 

548 

ea 

*  i0e0  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  (i)  )» 

Institutions  (Section  104)  and  sites  of  Building 
Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction 
(Sections  107  and  108)© 

Outwork  Sections  110  and  111.  -  NIL 
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Clean  Air  Acts  1956  and  1968 


No  action  has  been  taken  under  either  of  the  above  Acts  during  the 
year  under  review,,  Atmospheric  pollution  in  the  area  is  comparatively 
minor,  being  restricted  mainly  to  the  burning  out  of  motor  vehicle 
bodies,  though  this  takes  place  only  infrequently*' 


(35) 


